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Operation Christmas Child  
focus for March 

QUALITY CRAFTS 

 
The Conductor’s Call: “The First and The Last” 

Do you recall the scriptures regarding the first and the last? The  
concept of the first being last and the last being first? There are a 
few instances in scripture when this is highlighted, but the one that is 
explained the most is in Matthew chapter 19. The follow up to the 
encounter with the rich young ruler who went away sad, because he 
was unwilling to do the one thing that was still needed, the matter of 
first importance, the thing that was still lacking, the last thing. He had 
already followed the letter of the law as far as the commandments, in 
many ways. When it came to heaven, his fellow Jews, including the 
12 disciples, would have not been surprised if he would be among 
the first in line. Then Jesus turns the world’s view on its ear.     
Meaning, he turns the popular, human understanding of “good     
person”, “hard-worker”, “never said a bad word about anybody”, 
“would give you the shirt off his back”, “obviously he’s blessed, just 
look at him”, “of course he’s going to heaven”, upside down. 

What about you? Who do you believe is heaven bound? Who do you 
believe will be first in line? Who do you believe will be seated on the 
right and left of Jesus? Who do you believe is hell bound? Who do 
you believe will be first in line? Who do you believe will be on the 
right and left of Satan? What if you’re wrong? Will there be any    
surprises? Where are you headed? Let’s read the story again and 
see if we can learn what Jesus desires for us to learn from this  
beautiful and terrible and wonderful story: 

Matthew 19:16-30 

     Just then, a man came up to Jesus and inquired, “Teacher, 
what good thing must I do to obtain eternal life?” “Why do you 
ask Me about what is good?” Jesus replied, “There is only One 
who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the command-
ments.” “Which ones?” the man asked. Jesus answered, “‘Do 
not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear 
false witness, honor your father and mother, and love your 
neighbor as yourself.’” “All these I have kept,” said the young 
man. “What do I still lack?” Jesus told him, “If you want to be 
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.” When the 
young man heard this, he went away in sorrow, because he had 
great wealth. 

     Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again, I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples 

Time to get out the sewing       
machine, carving tools, whatev-
er you use to make nice quality 
crafts for our shoeboxes.  If you 
have made some items, please 
bring them in for the display so 
people can see what others are 
making. 
Need ideas?  Look on Pinterest, 
there are tons of ideas there, for 
all skill levels. 
Let’s put some extra time and 
HEART into those boxes. 
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Time to spring ahead.   
Set your clocks ahead  

one hour. 
You don’t want to be late 

for church!  :) 
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heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus 
looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are          
possible.” “Look,” Peter replied, “we have left everything to follow You. What then will 
there be for us?” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, in the renewal of all things, when the 
Son of Man sits on His glorious throne, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for the sake of My name will re-
ceive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the 
last will be first. 

The point isn’t that the disciples were earning their trip to heaven, and that the rich young ruler 
wasn’t. The point also isn’t that the spirit of sacrifice is what earns your trip to heaven. What is the 
point? Well, Jesus gives some pretty strong clues, when he answers the disciples. “Who then can 
be saved?” (if the rich who follow the commandments aren’t saved) Jesus basically answers, “No 
one! Without God!” The answer of what to do? Basically, “Leave what you currently are following, 
leave it all behind, and follow me.” Jesus isn’t condemning all who have money, or spend money, 
he is simply acknowledging that money is a hard thing to stop following and leave behind. 

Judas Iscariot struggled to keep following Jesus, to truly leave money behind. In the end,          
following money instead of Jesus sealed his fate. Matthew, the writer of this story, and former   
Tax-collector, no doubt struggled with leaving money behind and following Jesus, but he did. Of 
all the disciples, he was most likely the wealthiest. Peter struggled with leaving fishing behind. At 
one point, he dropped the nets and followed Jesus. But even after seeing the risen Jesus, he went 
back to following fish, instead of following Jesus. James and John, brothers, struggled with       
desires to be first, to be the best, the favorite, to sit at the right and left of Jesus. And their         
eagerness to call down fire from heaven, exposes at least some struggle regarding grace and 
mercy. Thomas struggled with doubt.  When you think about it, the rich young ruler wasn’t the only 
one who went away sad. All the disciples stopped following Jesus, all scattered when he was    
arrested, all would not be saved if not for the grace and mercy of Jesus. Without God, eternal   
salvation is impossible. But with God, all things are possible! 

As disciples of Jesus, we too are defined by what we leave behind VS what we carry. We are   
defined by who and what we used to follow VS who and what we currently follow. Have you left 
“IT” all behind to follow Jesus and carry your cross? Have you left “THEM” behind so you can   
truly begin to follow HIM? In the end, who you followed first doesn’t matter as much as who you 
follow last. When we die, what will we leave behind? All of it! Money, Power, Status, Pleasure,  
Position, eventually, all, will leave behind all. But is death the last thing, or the first thing? All will 
rise. But only those who followed Jesus to death, will follow Him to life. If the last thing you did 
was to follow Jesus, what will be the first thing you’ll do after that? Let’s find out together! Follow 
Jesus! 

Peace folks! See ya Sunday! 



 
GREETERS 
  3  Sharon Reed & Kristi Carter 
10  The Starkey Family   
17  Valerie Toews & Shirley Ito 
24  The Oxford Family  
31  Maggie & Janet 
 
COMMUNION:  Sandy Allen 
BAPTISM:  Jane Chang 
SOCIAL SUNDAY: Julie Nichols & Darlene Franks 
DEACONS-BIRTHDAY SOCIAL 
* Bruce Tinker, Noe Larralde, Joseph Larralde 
 
 
MEALS ON WHEELS COORDINATOR  
FOR MARCH :  Jackie Knoy  591-2459 or 289-2271 
 
DEACONS & USHER: 
  3  Jim Melban   
10  John Lee   
17  Hunter Garrett   
24  Joseph Larralde   
31  JD Allen 
  
 
ELDER MEDITATIONS: 
COMMUNION   OFFERING 
  3  Rudy Gonzales        3  Roger Starkey   
10  Corky Seitz      10  Jason Nichols   
17  Jerry Chang     17  Steve Worthley   
24  Chris Franks     24  Mario Delgadillo   
31  Roger Starkey   31  Rudy Gonzales 
 
          
HOMEBOUND VISITATION      CHURCH LOCK UP 
  3  Rudy Gonzales        3  Roger Starkey   
10  Corky Seitz      10  Jason Nichols   
17  Jerry Chang     17  Steve Worthley   
24  Chris Franks     24  Mario Delgadillo   
31  Roger Starkey   31  Rudy Gonzales 
 
MARCH CHILDRENS CHURCH:   
 for ages 4 - 3rd grade - Toni Gerbrandt (Michelle Larralde-5th Sunday) 
 

Nursery is available for ages newborn to age 4    

 
1 Peter 5:2 

Be shepherds of God’s 
flock that is under your 

care, serving as overseers
– not because you must, 

but because you are      
willing, as God wants  
you to be; not greedy  
for money, but  eager  

to serve; 



Dinuba Christian Church 
355 E. Saginaw Ave  
P.O. Box 726 
Dinuba, CA  93618 

Church Website:  www.dinubachristianchurch.org 
Church Phone: 559-591-4454   
Church Email:  dinubach@comcast.net   
Jim’s Cell Phone 559-305-5354 
Jim’s Email:  dccpastor@comcast.net 
Virginia’s Email: j_v_martinez98@yahoo.com 
Jason’s Email: nichols20@yahoo.com 
  

 

 

 
 
  

 

2019 theme:  “Called To Be Spiritual  
First Responders” 

Sermons for March: 

March 3rd     “First Grade Teachers as Spiritual First Responders” 

March 10th    Jason Nichols Shares The Word. (Man Camp Sunday) 

March 17th   “First On The Scene.” 

March 24th   “Last One To Leave.” 



Upcoming APRIL Events: 
 
April 6: Men’s Breakfast 
              Spring Fling—OCC Packing Party 
April 21: Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt 
April 26:  Fun Friday 
April 27: Ladies’ Day Event 

Weekly Events: 
 

Sunday--- Kids’ Klub for kids 4 years-6th grade 
  Youth Group for Junior and Senior  
      High school students 
   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Praise Team 

Choir 

Kids’ Klub 
Youth Praise  

Team 

Praise Team 

Praise Team 

Friendship  
Dinner 

Elder’s Meeting 

Fellowship 
Meeting 
Man Camp 
Kids’ Klub & 
Youth Group 

Kids’ Klub & 
Youth Group 

Kids’ Klub & 
Youth Group 

Fun Friday 

Stewardship  
Meeting 

4-H 

Delgadillo 
Bible Study 

Delgadillo 
Bible Study 

Delgadillo 
Bible Study 

Delgadillo 
Bible Study 

Birthday 
Social 
Rock & Worship 
Road Show 
Kids’ Klub 

Man Camp Man Camp 

Breakfast 
Work Day 

OCC Craft 
Night 

Women’s 
Ministries 
Meeting 

Youth 
Praise Team 


